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1. Introduction and Aims

• Who am I?

• What are Virtual Field Trips?

• Aims of the Workshop 

Not only Virtual Field Trips

- also  - visits, tours, exhibit
- immersive / interactive  explanation



• Who am I?

 Dr Simon Hutchinson, University of 
Salford (in NW England)

 Teaching = Environmental Science and 
Geography

 Research = Geomorphology,  
Palaeoenvironmental Science
- peat, sediments, worldwide



• What are Virtual Field Trips?

 No clear and agreed definition

 A way to visualise and interact with the 
world remotely – immersive experience

 Uses digital tools to collect ‘data’ and 
‘see’ a virtual world



• Aims of the Workshop

 To try something innovative, novel, 
unique 

 Create VFTs, student co-creation of VFTs 
(novel), remote student co-creation 
(unique)

 A ‘How to’ guide – step-by-step but 
independent and autonomous



2. Workshop – VFT creation 

• Background = COVID lockdown hugely 
increased their development

• Continued to be used as they make 
fieldwork more inclusive and accessible

• Student co-creation ‘flips’ the classroom 
= valuable experience for both learners 
and teachers



Example VFTs

• Millstone Edge quarry:

Millstone Edge VFT

• River confluence:

River confluence VFT

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1659228025595625475
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1655939708171059203


Step by step guide

1. Make a plan / story board

• Site selection – accessible and SAFE?

• Topic or theme (Learning Outcomes) 
appropriate  / feasible?

• Connections, interaction, quality –
allows an immersive experience?

Landform based e.g.,
A river – impacts

A slope – erosion, land sliding

Urban environment e.g., 
Transport, land use, energy consumption

Cultural sites or scientific facilities

Theme e.g.,
ecosystem services, biodiversity



Step by step guide

2. Collect your media

• Smart phone / camera – photos and 
video (store logically)

• 360-degree images? (alternative?)

• Plan your links (online resources)





Step by step guide

3. Add to the online platform

• CREATE – adds SCENES (main images)

• TAGS (icons) – different types 

• SHARE – be careful!







3. Summary - Action Points

• Sign up to Thinglink – CREATE a SCENE 
and add a TAG – SHARE

s.m.hutchinson@salford.ac.uk

• Decide on your topic / theme – make a 
story board

• Plan your resource collection – is this 
safe?

mailto:s.m.hutchinson@salford.ac.uk


Workshop 2

• Everyone signed up and made a basic 
VFT (get as far as you can).

• Finesse your VFTs 

o Available templates
 Explore different TAGs
 Conditional transitions 

• UK and UA student co-creations 
examples



Any questions?

s.m.hutchinson@salford.ac.uk

• NEXT = send an email to me for a 
Thinglink ID and password

• Need your name and email address

• Get started!

mailto:s.m.hutchinson@salford.ac.uk


Good luck! Удачі

For examples of photos, video, audio, etc. 
Try:

Castleton and Mam Tor VFT

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1377216498572984323


Urban example
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1736356252788720102

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1736356252788720102


Thank you / Дякую
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